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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment dated 07/15/09 has been considered. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-10, 12-15, 18-21, 23, 25, 27-28 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to the applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later that the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney Rhett White on 10/29/09. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The newly amended claims, including the changes made by Examiner's 
amendment are presented below: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving, [[at]] by a payment service provider, a payment request to pay a payee 
on behalf of a payor by debiting a payor account; 

determining, [[at]] by the payment service provider, a plurality of debit options 
applicable for debiting the payor account, wherein each debit option is associated with a 
plurality of processing factors comprising at least one of a risk factor, a cost factor, or a 
speed factor; 
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selecting, by tine payment service provider, at le ast on e a first processing factor 
of the plurality of processing factors based on a preference associated with at least one 
of (i) a consumer service provider associated with the payor, or (ii) the payment service 
provider; 

evaluating, [[at]] by the payment service provider, each debit option of the 
plurality of debit options based on the at l e ast on e selected first processing factor; 

determining, by the payment service provider, that the evaluation of a first of the 
plurality of debit options based on the first processing factor and the evaluation of a 
second of the plurality of debit options based on the first processing factor produce the 
same result: 

evaluating, by the payment service provider, the first and the second of the 
plurality of debit options utilizing a second of the plurality of processing factors: 

automat i ca ll y selecting, [[at]] by the payment service provider, the first efie of the 
plurality of debit options as a selected debit option based, at least in part, on the 
evaluation utilizing the second of the plurality of processing factors: e va l uat i ng: 

determining, at the payment service provider, a credit option associated with the 
selected debit option; and 

executing, at the payment service provider, the payment request using the 
selected debit option and the credit option, 

wherein the above steps are performed by one or more computers associated 
with the payment service provider. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of debit 
options includes i) electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining 
that funds in at least an amount of the payment request are available in the payor 
account, ii) electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining that an 
entity is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor 
in association with effecting the payment, ill) electronically debiting the payor account 
responsive to selecting an account to receive an electronic credit associated with the 
electronic debit, the selected account associated with a payment service provider, iv) 
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electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining that a risk of 
financial loss to a payment service provider associated with effecting the payment on 
behalf of the payor is an acceptable risk, the determination based upon information 
associated with at least one of an amount of the payment and one or more prior 

payments effected on behalf of the payor, or v) electronically debiting the payor account 
responsive to determining that an electronic credit can be initiated by a payment service 
provider to reverse the electronic debit if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with the effected payment. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the debit options 
is determined based, at least in part, upon at least one of i) an identity of the payee, ii) 
an identity of the payor, ill) an identity of a financial institution at which the payor 
account is maintained, iv) an identity of a consumer service provider with which the 
payor is associated, or v) a type of payment service offered by a payment service 
provider utilized by the payor. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein executing the payment 
request using the selected debit option and the credit option includes issuing an 
electronic funds transfer file via an ACH network. 

5. (Previously Canceled) 

6. (Previously Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of debit 
options is determined based upon the received payment request. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of 
debit options is associated with a priority, and wherein evaluating the first and the 
second of the plurality of debit options utilizing a second of the plurality of processing 
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factors comprises determining that the first of the plurality of debit options has a higher 
associated priority that the second of the plurality of debit options, e va l uat i ng e ach d e b i t 
opt i on of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d on th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng 
factor compr i oGG a first of the p l ura li ty of deb i t opt i ons and a oocond of tho p l ura li ty of 
d e b i t opt i ons producing th e sam e r e su l t, and further compris i ng: 

d e t e rm i n i ng, by th e paym e nt s e rv i c e prov i d e r proc e ssor, that th e f i rst of th e 
p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons has a h i gh e r assoc i at e d pr i or i ty than th e s e cond of th e plurality 
of dob i t opt i ons; and 

wh e r ei n automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons has a h i gh e r assoc i at e d pr i or i ty 
than th e s e cond of th e plura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting at least one 
processing factor of the plurality of processing factors comprises selecting one of (i) the 
speed factor, (ii) the cost factor, or (ill) the risk factor, e va l uat i ng e ach d e b i t opt i on of 
the p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d on th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng factor 
compr i s e s a f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons and a s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t 
opt i ons produc i ng th e sam e r e su l t, and furth e r compr i s i ng: 

d e t e rm i n i ng, by th e paym e nt s e rv i c e provid e r proc e ssor, that th e f i rst of th e 
p l ura li ty of deb i t opt i ons i s assoc i ated w i th a short e r t i m e p e r i od to comp le t e paym e nt to 
th e payee on b e ha l f of th e payor than th e s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons; and 

wh e r ei n automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
autom a t i c all y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e plurality of debit options is assoc i at e d w i th a short e r t i m e 
p e hod to comp le t e paym e nt to th e pay ee on b e half of th e payor than th e s e cond of th e 
plurality of d e b i t opt i ons. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein evaluating the first and the 
second of the plurality of debit options utilizing a second of the plurality of processing 
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factors comprises evaluating the first and the second of the plurality of debit options 
utilizing one of (i) the speed factor, (ii) the cost factor, or (ill) the risk factor, e va l uat i ng 
e ach d e b i t opt i on of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d on th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d 
procoGo i ng factor compr i ocG a f i rst of the p l ura li ty of deb i t opt i ons and a second of tho 
p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons producing th e sam e result, and furth e r compr i s i ng: 

d e t e rm i n i ng, by th e paym e nt s e rv i c e prov i d e r proc e ssor, that th e f i rst of th e 
p l ura li ty of d e bit opt i ons i s assoc i at e d w i th a le ss e r cost to th e paym e nt s e rv i c e provid e r 
than th e s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons; and 

wh e r ei n automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons i s assoc i at e d w i th a le ss e r cost 
to th e paym e nt s e rv i c e prov i d e r than th e s e cond of the p l ura li ty of d e b i t options. 

1 1 . (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a communication interface configured to receive a payment request to pay a 
payee on behalf of a payor by debiting a payor account; and 

a processor configured to i) determine a plurality of debit options applicable for 
debiting the payor account, wherein each debit option is associated with a plurality of 
processing factors comprising at least one of a risk factor, a cost factor, or a speed 
factor, ii) select at le ast on e a first processing factor of the plurality of processing factors 
based on a preference associated with at least one of a consumer service provider 
associated with the payor or the payment service provider, ill) evaluate each debit 
option of the plurality of debit options based on the at le ast on e selected first processing 
factor, iv) determine that the evaluation of a first of the plurality of debit options based 
on the first processing factor and the evaluation of a second of the plurality of debit 
options based on the first processing factor produce the same result, v) evaluate the 
first and the second of the plurality of debit options utilizing a second of the plurality of 
processing factors, vi) automat i ca ll y select the first eoe of the plurality of debit options 
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as a selected debit option based, at least in part, on the evaluation utilizing the second 
of the plurality of processing factors . v4 vipdetermine a credit option associated with the 
selected debit option, and vi) viii] execute the payment request using the selected debit 
option and the credit option. 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the plurality of debit 
options includes i) electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining 
that funds in at least an amount of the payment request are available in the payor 
account, ii) electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining that an 
entity is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor 
in association with effecting the payment, ill) electronically debiting the payor account 
responsive to selecting an account to receive an electronic credit associated with the 
electronic debit, the selected account associated with a payment service provider, iv) 
electronically debiting the payor account responsive to determining that a risk of 
financial loss to a payment service provider associated with effecting the payment on 
behalf of the payor is an acceptable risk, the determination based upon information 
associated with at least one of an amount of the payment and one or more prior 
payments effected on behalf of the payor, or v) electronically debiting the payor account 
responsive to determining that an electronic credit can be initiated by a payment service 
provider to reverse the electronic debit if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with the effected payment. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein each of the debit 
options is determined based, at least in part, upon at least one of i) an identity of the 

payee, ii) an identity of the payor, iii) an identity of a financial institution at which the 
payor account is maintained, iv) an identity of a consumer service provider with which 
the payor is associated, or v) a type of payment service offered by a payment service 
provider utilized by the payor. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) Tine system of claim 1 2, wherein the execution of the 
payment request using the selected debit option and the credit option includes issuing 
an electronic funds transfer file via an ACH network. 

16. (Previously Canceled) 

17. (Previously Canceled) 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the plurality of debit 
options is determined based upon the received payment request. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wherein: 

each of the plurality of debit options is associated with a priority, and 

the processor is further configured to determine that the first of the plurality of 

debit options has a higher associated priority that the second of the plurality of debit 

option. 

the e va l uat i on of e ach d e b i t opt i on of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d on th e at 
le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng factor compr i s e s a f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons 

and a s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons produc i ng th e sam e r e su l t, 

th e proc e ssor i s furth e r conf i gur e d to d e t e rm i n e that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of 
d e b i t opt i ons has a h i gher assoc i ated pr i or i ty than th e s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t 
opt i ons, and 

th e automat i c s ele ct i on of on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
autom a t i c all y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e plurality of deb i t opt i ons has a h i gher associat e d pr i or i ty 
than th e s e cond of th e plurality of d e bit opt i ons. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wh e r ei n: wherein the selected first 
of the plurality of processing factors comprises one of (i) the speed factor, (ii) the cost 
factor, or (ill) the risk factor, e va l uat i on of e ach deb i t opt i on of the p l ura li ty of d e b i t 
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opt i ons bas e d on th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng factor compr i s e s a f i rst of th e 
p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons and a s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons produc i ng th e 
same resu l t, 

th e proc e ssor i s furth e r conf i gur e d to d e t e rm i n e that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of 
d e b i t opt i ons i s assoc i ated w i th a short e r t i m e p e r i od to compl e t e paym e nt to th e pay ee 
on b e ha l f of th e payor than th e s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons, and 

th e automat i c s ele ct i on of on e of th e p l urality of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons i s assoc i at e d w i th a short e r t i m e 
p e r i od to comp le t e paym e nt to th e pay ee on b e ha l f of th e payor than th e s e cond of th e 
p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wh e r ei n: wherein the second of 
the plurality of processing factors comprises one of (i) the speed factor, (ii) the cost 
factor, or (ill) the risk factor, e va l uat i on of e ach d e b i t opt i on of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t 
opt i ons bas e d on th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng factor compr i s e s a f i rst of th e 
p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons and a s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons produc i ng th e 
sam e r e su l t 

th e proc e ssor i s furth e r conf i gur e d to d e t e rm i n e that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of 
d e b i t opt i ons i s assoc i at e d w i th a le ss e r cost to th e paym e nt s e rv i c e prov i d e r than th e 
second of the p l ura li ty of deb i t opt i ons, and 

the automat i c s ele ct i on of on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons compr i s e s 
automat i ca ll y s ele ct i ng th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons bas e d at le ast i n part on 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons i s assoc i at e d w i th a le ss e r cost 
to th e paym e nt s e rvic e prov i d e r than th e s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of debit options. 



22. (Cancelled) 
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23. (Previously Presented) Tine metliod of Claim 1, wherein determining a credit 
option associated with the selected debit option includes selecting one credit option 
from a plurality of credit options. 

24. (Previously Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 1 2, wherein the determination of a 
credit option associated with the selected debit option includes selecting one credit 
option from a plurality of credit options. 

26. (Previously Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein each processing factor of 
the plurality of processing factors has a respective factor value for each of the plurality 
of debit options, and 

wherein the evaluation of each debit option of the plurality of debit options based 
on the at l east on e selected fn^ processing factor includes evaluating the respective 
factor value for the at le ast on e selected firet processing factor associated with each 
debit option, opt i on, and 

wh e r e in th e s ele ct i on of on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons i s bas e d, at l e ast in 
part, on th e e va l uat i on of the respect i ve va l ue for th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng 
factor assoc i at e d w i th e ach d e b i t opt i on. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 12, wherein each processing factor of 
the plurality of processing factors has a respective factor value for each of the plurality 
of debit options, and 

wherein the evaluation of each debit option of the plurality of debit options based 
on the at le ast on e selected first processing factor includes evaluating the respective 
value for the at l east one of selected first processing factor associated with each debit 
option, opt i on, and 
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wh e r ei n th e s ele ct i on of on e of th e p l ura li ty of d e b i t opt i ons i s bas e d, at le ast i n 
part, on th e e va l uat i on of th e r e sp e ct i v e va l u e for th e at le ast on e s ele ct e d proc e ss i ng 
factor assoc i at e d w i th e ach d e b i t opt i on. 
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CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD Z. SHAIKH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3444. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5); alt 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hani Kazimi can be reached on 571-272-6745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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